Why Doesn’t God Answer My Prayers?

. The Frustration of Unanswered Prayer

‘How many times have you earnestly prayed for something, only to wait in vain

for an answer from God? You don’t have to be a Christian long to recognize

that we don’t always get what we pray forl Why doesn’t God seem to answer all
our prayers? s it because we aren’t praying properly, or have we simply failed to recognize
the fact that God has already answered our prayer?

Our ideas about prayer and God’s ideas about prayer are sometimes very different. Look at
Jesus’ model for prayer offered in the Gospel of Luke

Now let’s take a deeper look at Jesus’ model for prayer and see if we can learn something
about the nature of prayer and the nature of the God who answers prayer:

1. fRecognizing the Holy Nature of God
~ . Notice here that Jesus begins by praising God and recognizing His holiness. He
wants God’s will to be accomplished first, even before asking for anything for Himself.

Now honestly, are your prayers like this? The Bible tells us that we must put God first if
we want our prayers to be heard:

We are called to abide in God first and to put aside all other idols in our lives before we
come to our Holy Creator to ask Him for something. How often are we truly able to do
this (how often do we even WANT to do this?)

Recognizing Our Desperate Need Related to Forgiveness

The last part of Jesus’ prayer is centered entirely on the truth about each of us as
believers. Jesus recognizes our need for forgiveness and our need to forgive others.
And more importantly, Jesus recognizes our natural fallen tendency to slip into sin and
the need we have for God’s help in this area. Do your prayers recognize the reality of



who you are? The Bible says that we must be honest about our sinful condition if we
want our prayers to be heard

Honest confession is often missing from our conversations with God, but the need for
forgiveness was not omitted by the only perfect man who ever lived, Jesus Christ. If
He is modeling this for us, it must be important to God. But more critically, our need to
examine our fallen nature is important to us because it helps us to see God for who he
really is (especially when compared to us!)

B Recognizing the Simplicity of Our Material Need

"¢ And right in the middle of the Lord’s prayer, Jesus submits a simple request: “give
us this day our daily bread”. Simple, immediate and humble. The request is focused
more on our ‘needs’ rather than our ‘wants’, and it asks for no more than what is
required in the ‘here and now’. Jesus asks for more than His own needs; His prayer is
concerned with the needs that all of us have.

Are your prayers this humble and self-sacrificial? The Bible says that we must be
concerned with the needs of others if we want our prayers to be heard.
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,F ..i— Now, even if you do pray the way that Jesus taught us to pray, you may
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- sometimes feel like God hasn’t answered your prayer' That’s because most of

- us think that the only acceptable answer to prayer is “yes”. If you are a follower
of Christ, you can have confidence that God will always say “yes” to your request for wisdom,
forgiveness, or salvation.




But there may be times when God will say “no” or “not yet” to other kinds of requests. It's not
because He doesn’t love you or isn’t listening. Remember, God sees the end from the
beginning:

God has a complete understanding of what is good for us, even if it doesn’t make sense to us
at the time:

Given this reality about the knowledge (omniscience) and kindness (omni-benevolence) of
God, we are simply called to pray as Jesus taught us, expecting God to answer us:

We are called to trust God, even when the answer to our prayer isn’t what we were hoping
for:

There are many times when we don’t get what we ask for in prayer and then years later are
glad that we didn’t get what we first wanted. Has that ever happened to you? As a parent, I've
had the experience of having to say ‘no’ (or remain silent) to a request made by one of my
children, even when | so desperately wanted to make my child happy in the short-term by
simply saying ‘yes’. But | knew there was something more valuable in store if | could just help
my son or daughter understand the value of waiting, or the danger of actually getting what
they were asking for. In those situations, my kids needed to trust my wisdom even if they



couldn’t understand my response at the time. | was confident that they would someday
understand why | said ‘no’. In a similar way, we need to patiently accept whatever answer we
get from God, knowing that we will someday understand why He responded the way He did.



