How Were People Saved Before Christ?

Jranisiss=% Faith Alone in Christ Alone
i As Christians, we believe that we are saved by the grace of God, through faith

: ' in the Savior (Jesus Christ); it’s faith alone, in Christ alone. Salvation then, is

"' dependent on something that God has done for us rather than something that
we do for ourselves. We know that our good works simply cannot save us, and we also
recognize that Jesus did everything that needs to be done for us; He died on the cross to pay
the price for our sin. From the Christian worldview, God not only exists, but He has done
something to save us and all He requires is that we place our faith in Jesus for our salvation.
But what about all those people who lived and died before Jesus was ever born? If faith in
Jesus is required, how could they be saved prior to his appearance? Well, those who lived
before Jesus were saved in exactly the same way that you and | are saved; by the grace of
God and through their faith in the Savior! Those who lived before Jesus understood grace

and they placed their faith in a coming Redeemer...

jramsis®=E They Understood Grace
i These early believers loved God and wanted to live with him forever. They

: ' listened closely to the words of God as they were revealed by the prophets and
the scripture. As a result, they understood the nature of grace. David, for

example wrote about God’s forgiveness and grace:

David was fully aware of the nature of God’s free gift of salvation, and Paul makes this clear
to us when he describes the knowledge that David had in this regard:

David clearly understood that all of us are sinners who must be saved by the Grace of God
(as Paul says, “apart from works”). David wasn’t the only ancient believer who knew that they
were going to be saved by their faith, even though the Savior had not yet arrived. The New
Testament tells us that all our heroes of faith understood the role that faith played in their
salvation:



These ancient believers certainly knew that their good works couldn’t save them; like Isaiah,
they knew that their ‘goodness’ wasn’t ‘good enough’:

Ancient believers also knew that God’s standard was impossibly high. They knew that when
compared to God, they fell far short of the mark, and like David, they knew that even animal
sacrifices weren’t going to ultimately please a Holy God:

“§ They Expected a Messiah

The ancient believers knew that their own works were repeatedly insufficient in

- the eyes of a Holy God. With the limited knowledge of God that was given to

' them at the time, they understood that God would have to do something
dramatic to save them. The followers of God who lived before Jesus placed

their faith in the coming Savior who was described from the earliest of times. God told Adam

and Eve that one of their descendants would eventually defeat Satan...

Abraham understood that God would provide a sacrifice for sin, just as he understood that
God would provide the substitutionary sacrifice to replace his own son when God called
Abraham to sacrifice Isaac:

Looking back, thousands of years later, Paul reminds us that Abraham’s faith saved him.
Abraham took Isaac to the point of the sacrifice, fully expecting that God, in His goodness,
would provide the “lamb”:



While Abraham may never have completely understood the role that Jesus would someday
play, or the exact manner in which God would come to earth to be a sacrifice for all those in
desperate need of a Savior, he did know that God would accomplish all that he had promised
and he looked forward to the day of the coming Messiah:

Job had a similar expectation and hope for a Redeemer. He knew that God would somehow
save Him, even if he was unsure of the exact details:

In a similar way, Moses also expected and believed in the coming Messiah, and he
anticipated the reward of Salvation:

Moses even wrote scripture that pointed to the coming Savior!

And Moses wasn'’t alone. We know that many of the Old Testament prophets and wise men
also spoke about the coming savior. Enoch, for example, talked about the second coming of
the Messiah:

Even though Enoch didn’t write about it in scripture, it's reasonable to assume that he also
talked about Jesus’ first coming and his mission on earth! Believers heard about the Messiah
from their prophets who clearly described where He would be born:




The prophets also described how the Messiah would be betrayed:

The prophets also described how the Messiah would die:

And the prophets also described the fact that the Messiah would be resurrected:

In fact, so much was written and foretold about the Savior, even those who preceded Jesus
were capable of recognizing His arrival!

The details were clear to those who honestly loved God enough to search the scriptures.
That’s why Jesus expected someone like Nicodemus to understand the truth of the Gospel
even prior to His (Jesus’) appearance:

% A Sufficient Faith Alone in the Messiah Alone

The Old Testament saints understood the role and importance of faith, and they

expected a coming Redeemer and Messiah who would save them. That really

" shouldn’t surprise us, because according to the Bible, the sacrifice of Jesus on
the cross was planned by God from the beginning of time.




Those who loved God and lived before Jesus knew that their sins would be atoned by the
sacrifice of this Savior.

Just like us, these early believers were saved by grace alone, through the Savior alone, even
if their understanding of the Savior may not have been as complete as ours is today. Now
some might argue that their faith was incomplete; they did not understand the exact identity
of the Messiah, and they did not know exactly how God would accomplish the sacrifice
necessary to save them. But think about it for a minute. Who among us has a truly ‘complete’
faith? If you are a Christian, are you ‘completely’ knowledgeable regarding everything that
could be known about God, his Savior and the plan of Salvation? How much of a theologian
do you have to be to be saved? Must your faith be ‘complete’ or is there some level of
‘sufficiency’ required? How much do you need to ‘know’ to ‘know’ if you are saved?

Can you answer every question about the Trinity, for example? Do you completely
understand how it is that Jesus could be completely human yet completely God at the same
time? Does your lack of ‘complete’ understanding disqualify you from Salvation? Each of us
is expected to do the most we can with the information that we have. Someday, each of us
will be held accountable for the information that we have received from God. We will be
asked, “What did you do with what | revealed to you?” Just like us, the Old Testament saints
did the most they could with what was revealed to them. They placed all their faith in all that
God had given them. And this faith in God and His promise of a future Savior was sufficient
for them to be included in the family of God.



