Is Salvation Really a Free Gift?

The scriptures talk a lot about GRACE, the unmerited favor that God shows us when he saves
us from our sins and grants us salvation. But we live in a material, visual world that seems to
encourage us to be able to SEE our progress in every aspect of life, and many of our friends
and family are still convinced that we must EARN something as special as salvation. Some of us
think that our own good works contribute to our salvation in some way. Let’s take a look at the
Bible and track the notion of salvation as a free gift to see if our good works can actually earn us
a spot in heaven.

| Let’s Define the Word
We better start with a definition of the word, “GIFT” as it is found in a variety of
secular dictionaries. We need to understand the very nature of this word before we
‘can begin to understand what God has done for us. Here are a few definitions from
the dictionaries:

gift (noun)
Something bestowed freely.

gift (gAft) n.
Something that is bestowed voluntarily and without compensation.

Gift Gift, n.
Anything given; anything voluntarily transferred by one person to another without
compensation; a present; an offering.

It appears that the word GIFT inherently includes the notion of FREE. When something is given
to us, it cannot be called a gift unless it is given to us without compensation of any kind. We
can’t pay for it, and we can’t work for it. If we were to do that, it wouldn’t be a gift at all, it would
be a payment. Keep that in mind when you see the word ‘gift’ in the Bible. OK, let’'s now take a
look at a few passages:

i We Cannot Pay for Our Salvation with Good Works

- The Bible is very clear about this fact. Scripture tells us that we simply CANNOT

earn our way to heaven. Our good works are an imperfect means to a perfect

destination. We could NEVER be good enough to find ourselves in a place of
PERFECTION. For this reason, God has to do ALL the work of Salvation. Not a single good
work can be applied to the task on our part, so there is absolutely nothing that we could ever
boast about:




To make it even clearer, God tells us that the law only leads to death because the
' law requires perfection, something we could never attain. Salvation, therefore
‘requires GOD to do all the work, because only God is perfect by His nature. That's
why GRACE is given to us without cost:

There are a number of passages that continue this idea that GRACE is a Free Gift
- that is given to us without the payment of our own good works. God justifies us “by
-faith without the deeds of the law” (Romans 3:28) and grants us His “righteousness
W|thout works” (Romans 4:6). This theme is repeated in many places in the scriptures:

God intends His Salvation to be a gift that is given without compensation. He knows that when
we try to earn our way to heaven we become prideful and arrogant, judgmental and
independent. When we deny God'’s total work, we tend to start to think of ourselves as God, and
this is a form of idolatry that God will not tolerate. Maybe this is why those who have tried to
earn or purchase the Gift of the Holy Spirit throughout the ages have been scolded by the
apostles:




Let’s not offend God by adopting ANY faith system that would argue that your good works
contribute in ANY way to your salvation.



