Throughout the ages, men and women have fantasized and theorized about the nature of
heaven. If there is an all-powerful God, a God that has the power to create everything you see,
then this God clearly has the power to be perfect. Think about it. An all-powerful God is perfect
by definition. We too, therefore, would have to be perfect in order to enter into the realm of such
a Holy God. Every faith system on the planet recognizes this reality and tries it's best to
establish a path toward perfection.

But you and | have a problem. No matter how you and | try, we just can't be perfect. We're not
even close to perfect, and if you're honest with yourself, you know that you're not getting all that
close to perfection. And remember, God’s Kingdom is a Kingdom of PERFECTION. You want to
be with God someday? Then you better make perfection your goal!

So many of us, in the years before we ever really believe that there is a God, will
- find ourselves saying something like, “Hey, if there is a God and a Heaven, |

- * should be OK; after all, I'm a good person!” But if there is a God, then his Holy
Habitat is far better than our ‘good’. And in a place like this, our ‘good’ is terribly deficient. | don't
care how good we think we are, we really aren't all that great, especially if God's standard of
perfection is what we are shooting for. The Bible says:

Every day you and | do little things that we know are wrong. If we're trying to earn
- our way to heaven, these little obstacles are devastating because they will

* ALWAYS prevent us from perfection, the one requirement for entry into the
Eternal Kingdom! Even these 'little errors and mistakes' are called 'sins', and everyone misses
the mark of perfection once in a while. Most of us miss the target much more than that. Every
time you get angry when you're not supposed to, lust after someone, or do something else that
you know is wrong, you are sinning! The Bible says:

Now that's not the way that God wanted it for us. That was not part of his original
- plan. In fact, God wanted us to live a perfect life without sin. He wanted us to live

- * forever with Him in a place where only perfection is allowed (we call this heaven).
But starting with the first man, Adam, we humans have just continued to make mistake after
mistake. The Bible says:




Sadly, there is a penalty for sin. No kidding, you shouldn't be all that surprised.

- There are always penalties that have to be paid when we do what we know is
“wrong. you and | can both understand that. When you blow it, you pay the price.
Do you know what the price is for our sin? It's death. Sounds terrible doesn't it? It sounds pretty
harsh, but it's the plain truth. Sin is the reason why all of us humans don't live forever. The Bible
says:

So if God and Heaven are perfect, and we are so fallen, how in the world are we

- ever going to get to live with Him when we die? Well, there is some really good
*news. God has a plan for us, and that's why he sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. God
sent Jesus to pay the penalty of death so we wouldn't have to. Jesus lived a perfect life and was
without sin. He was, and is, God Himself in human form. He didn't have to die, but He died on
the cross, and He did it for us. He doesn’t want you to try to add your own good deeds back to
His sacrifice. Your works are meaningless to a perfect God, but the free Gift that Jesus offers is
priceless. the Bible says:

God knows that there is nothing you can do to save yourself. All your good deeds
- and works simply don't impress the holy God of the universe. He's been there and
“ done that. In fact, God is deeply offended when you won't admit that your work
doesnt matter. He is offended when you won't simply accept the free gift of salvation. He's
offended when you try to play God and earn your own way to heaven. After all He did on that
cross, why would you deny Him and try to work your own way into God's presence? He simply
wants you to believe and take the gift of grace He is offering you. The Bible says:

Don't try to add anything to the free gift. Don’t go out now and think you can earn
- it all over again. Cults step away from the truth when they add good works or

- * deeds to the free gift of God. You can spot the lie coming at a distance if you just
Iook at this one issue. Do they say that | have to DO something to be saved, other than simply
accept the free gift of salvation that God is offering me? The one true God is too big to be
impressed by anything other than your humble acceptance and admission that He alone can do
ALL the work of saving you. The Bible says:




So, what are you waiting for? Why are you still trying to earn favor with God through good works
or proper behavior? Hey if you surrender your life to Jesus, if you recognize the incredible offer
He is making you, if you are truly saved, then your gratitude will certainly be reflected in a new
set of behaviors! These will be the natural overflow of a surrendered and grateful heart, but
remember, all this good behavior never had the ability to save you! If you haven't asked Jesus
to come into your life and do everything that it takes to save you, replacing your dirtiness with
His Righteousness; if you haven't told God how you feel, now is the perfect time. In your own
words, in your own prayer right now, tell him that you believe and are willing to stop your own
efforts and surrender to Him. Tell him you are willing to live a new life as a child of God. And by
the way, welcome to God's family!



