Why Are Christians So Intolerant?

Nature of Truth
There are two possibilities about the nature of truth and each possibility results in a different
response:

There Is No Absolute Truth

Absolute Truth Does Exist

The Definition of Tolerance
Let's take a look at the classic and ‘accepted’ definitions of ‘tolerance’ and how the changing
definition of this term impacts the way that Christians are perceived

The Classic Definition of Tolerance

Pre-Requisites for Tolerance:
1.

2.

3.

The Current, Accepted Definition of Tolerance

Another Way to Say |t:

Didn’t Jesus Tell Us to Be Tolerant?

Sometimes non-believers who have a limited view of the scriptures will point to Jesus’ own
words to make a case for the universal acceptance of all truth claims. They will typically dig
into their partial memory of fragmented Bible verses to recall that Jesus said:

Matthew 7:1
Key Words

But to focus on Jesus’ words here and to ignore the rest of the passage distorts Jesus’
position related to truth and tolerance. Let’s skip down just a few verses and read what Jesus
has to say:

Matthew 7:13-29
Key Words

Let’'s summarize some of Jesus’ judgmental statements:
1.

2.

3.
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